MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FIMBER PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL

AT 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 5th September 2007

1] PRESENT:  P. Leese (Chair), I. Smith (Vice-chair), R. Lambert, J. Megginson, 

   M. Patterson, G. Thompson, M. Walker, E. Lovatt (Clerk).  

   No village residents were present. Refreshments: courtesy of Mr. I. Smith.

   An informal discussion took place before the start of the meeting about the 

   possibility of holding Council meetings at a different time, perhaps on 

   a Saturday morning. As there was no agreement on taking this step, the 

   Chairman deferred the question to the agenda of the next meeting. The County

   Admin. Services would have no objection, in principle.

2] APOLOGIES: No apologies were received.

3] MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: The Minutes of the last meeting held on 25th April 2007 were re-read by the committee members, received as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman. 

4] MATTERS ARISING: 

A) Traffic: The clerk emailed Dave Jenkins on June 26th about speeding and traffic noise through the village, and again on August 29th re a seemingly abandoned car opposite to the Fimber Bottom picnic site. DJ replied on 5th September saying he had been on holiday and that this was his first day back, but that he would get it checked out and would look at the other longer-term problems again, too. 

      M. Walker reported from the latest Police Liaison Committee meeting that patrol cars and speed-traps have been increased within our area recently, over the summer. This, it is claimed, will have had a deterrent effect, but while some committee members reported seeing a higher profile from patrol cars locally, there was little noticeable impact on the overall level of speeding and the inconsiderate driving. 

      M. Walker and I. Smith feel that these meetings have little impact on the situation. However, it was strongly felt by all that one high-profile patrol car that has pulled over a motorbike or other vehicle makes a greater and more lasting impact than any static warning device. As to the timing of patrol checks, these would be much more effective at weekends and early in the morning when regular users at these times might be given a shock to see them.

Action: Clerk to write a strongly-worded letter to the police team expressing our disappointment with the present situation and requesting more speed-checks in the village by the police, especially during the morning rush-hour. Also to request the ERYC Highways Dept. to conduct a further speed monitoring exercise to enable us to compare current speed patterns through the village with the situation before the introduction of the extended speed restriction zones in 2006.

B) Highways and road maintenance: The Chairman has been in touch with Dave England of the E.R.Y.C. Highways Dept. expressing disappointment about the amount of work still outstanding from previous campaigns. This work can have an impact on traffic safety, road flooding and the appearance of the village e.g. better visibility for road and footpath users, neater verges and kerbing, a reduction in flood water etc. 

Action: Clerk and Chairman to write to him again pressing him for the work to be finished and requesting a target date for completion.


R. Lambert reported that the septic tank had now been restored to a safe condition and cleaned out by the Council workforce. The Parish Council expressed its thanks and appreciation. 

5] FINANCE: 

A) Audit: Due to several changes of personnel in the Parish Clerk's post during the past three years, there have been delays in submitting the accounts for 2005-2006 and 2006-2007 to the Audit Commission. This position has now been rectified, and an improved procedure has been put in place by the Parish Council for dealing with the accounts. 

B) Payments: The customary process of proposing and seconding payments at a quorate Parish Council meeting means that delays occur in processing payments between meetings. Under new procedures, this is no longer thought necessary. 

 Action: Clerk to check with ERYC Finance Office on the need for this process. 

   The Chairman and deputy-chairman produced a flowchart setting down the steps in the financial process from receiving cheques and invoices through to the external audit; with this system working properly, the clerk will be able to present an interim statement of transactions since the last meeting.

C) Council Insurance: It was discovered that the policy had not been renewed in January 2005. The clerk is in contact with Mrs. Key of the E.R.Y.C.'s Finance Dept. to get this renewed immediately. The items insured and the sums they are insured for will be upgraded in line with her recommendations.

D) Expenses: All sundry items are allowed for in the advance application for the Precept. These include postage, utility items, allowable travel, and telephone usage, plus document printing and copying etc. for Council members. 

The status of the clerk's £100 per year allowance was discussed - is it a salary, remuneration, reimbursement or expenses? - as was the timing of any reimbursement in relation to the Council Year. It was proposed by I. Smith, seconded by R. Lambert that the sum of £100, currently set for clerk's "outlay in advance" in this Parish, be paid forthwith for this year 2006-2007, which is the first year of this clerk's period of office. This system works for the Village Hall Committee.

6] POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH:
   M. Walker has the HANWAG list of property security items that are available for residents to purchase. This is to be encouraged. 

   M. Walker and I. Smith are planning to attend the Police Liaison meeting in Driffield on 17th September. 

   M. Walker and M. Patterson attended an update meeting about the operation of the Probation and Community Service.

   The Chairman stated that the information on the village website about the Neighbourhood Watch coverage and operation needed checking and updating. An ad-hoc sub-committee consisting of M. Walker, M. Patterson and I. Smith will bring recommendations to the next meeting. There have been reports of bogus salesmen targeting elderly people in the area around Driffield. 

7] VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE: A successful 40-mile sponsored walk raised some £600+; this will be equally divided between the church and the Hall funds. There is a new Chalkland Way CD available; some local residents appear on it! A small exhibition of this event is to be assembled and displayed in the Hall. All who took part in, and gave money to sponsor this magnificent achievement were heartily congratulated and thanked.

   There will be another committee meeting soon at a time when Stephen and Patrick can attend.

8] WEBSITE: I. Smith reported on the ERYC's efforts to police and monitor the content of the various parish and other sites under its aegis, if not control. Keeping things up-to-date, and the accuracy of the information is paramount in this very public domain e.g. bus timetables, meetings etc. 

   I. Smith pointed out that his role is only that of Technical Manager and stated that, in his opinion, there is now a need for an editor with a stated policy who could keep information accurate and up-to-date. There is a journalistic opportunity here for a newsletter manager with I. Smith and P. Leese in a support role. The example of Sledmere was raised where Pat Robson organises a local information sheet with advertisements, information on events, local "gossip" and individual local input. 

9] PLANNING:  An application has been received by County planners for demolition and rebuilding of the farmhouse at Gameslack Farm.

    A lengthy discussion took place, following which the Council raised no objections. They recommended the approval of the plans subject to the usual adherence to regulations regarding the size of the construction, the materials used, the style and character which would have to be in keeping with the area, and an archeological survey. 

   The Council made a statement of personal and corporate regret, and expressed its reservations at the disappearance of an old local dwelling that embodied much historic character from the area over a lengthy period of time. 

10] OTHER BUSINESS
Hospital Closure: The clerk has emailed Karen Knapton, the Chair of our Health Trust, the Hull & East Riding Community Health NHS Trust, about a visit to the area to talk to local communities (including ours) about the Trust's future plans for hospital, surgery, emergency, and other services under its control. 

11] Date of next meeting: Wed. 5th December 2007 at 7.30 in the Village Hall. 

 Refreshments:  M. Patterson

12] The meeting closed at 21.15hrs.

